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Members of the

Hiroshima-Austria Association!

In September 2020 | arrived in Tokyo as the new
Austrian Ambassador to Japan under unparalleled
circumstances. Just like the rest of the world, Japan is
dealing with the impact of the COVID19-pandemic, the
Olympic and Paralympic Games are postponed and
professional as well as social gatherings are extremely
limited. While | look forward to meeting with the
Hiroshima-Austrian Association in person in the future,
I am happy about this opportunity to contribute a few
lines to this newsletter.

In 2019, Austria and Japan celebrated 150 years of
friendship; numerous prestigious cultural events took
place in Austria and Japan to highlight this anniversary.
2019 was also the year of several high profile visits,
including those of the Austrian head of state, President
Alexander Van der Bellen, and Chancellor Sebastian
Kurz to Japan, as well as Her Imperial Highness Princess
Kako of Akishino's visit to Vienna which all underlined
the strong and multifaceted bilateral relations.

Facing global travel restrictions and quarantine
measures, but - most importantly - the need to stay
safe and healthy, we all had to rethink our way of
interacting and develop new ways of connecting and
fostering our friendship. As the cultural bonds between
Austria and Japan are particularly strong, we found
many ways of keeping this exchange alive; to name just
a few: as part of Ars Electronica’s virtual “Tokyo
Garden”, through life streams from the Vienna State
Opera, Zoom seminars by Japanese and Austrian
academics and the online platform and gallery
#)lapanRevisited202x which presents more than 100
fantastic projects by artists from Austria and their

dreams, memories and imaginations of Japan.

In autumn 2020, we had the exceptional pleasure and

honor to welcome the world renowned Vienna
Philharmonic Orchestra to Japan on their only
international tour since the outbreak of the pandemic
and as the only foreign orchestra to perform in Japan

during that time. This was generously made possible by

the kind support and cooperation of public and private
Japanese institutions and friends.

The Hiroshima-Austria Association looks back at more
than 15 years of activities. | would like to thank former
president and Austrian Honorary Consul Mr. Shigeru
Otsuji for his great contribution to shaping this
important forum. Furthermore, | want to congratulate
Mr. Kichiso Miyoshi on his position as new president of
the Hiroshima-Austria Association and thank him for his
commitment.

Last year, one of my first few trips in Japan led me to
the City of Hiroshima and left me with admiration for
its strong and modern character. | was especially
touched by the Peace Memorial Museum and Park
where | had the chance to pay tribute to the victims of
the 1945 Atomic Bomb and their descendants. Austria
strongly believes in a world free of nuclear arms. On
22nd January the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons, which was adopted at initiative of Austria
its partners, into force. With fond
memories of the city | hope for a chance to return to
Hiroshima soon.

and entered

It is only fitting that 2021, the year of the Ox, stands for
new beginnings and success through steady little steps.
In that sense, the Austrian Embassy looks forward to
the continuous close cooperation with the Hiroshima-
Austria Association throughout this journey and
beyond to promote bilateral exchange, especially in the
field of culture but most importantly through friendship.

Elisabeth Bertagnoli
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